Angiography catheter based bleeding complication at the access site related to neurofibromatosis I.
Neurofibromatosis Type I (NF-I) is one of the most common inherited human diseases with an incidence of 1/3000. Besides the cardinal features, all organs or body structures as well as several arterial regions can occasionally be affected. We present an unusual case of an access-site hematoma following percutaneous transluminal coronary angioplasty in a patient suffering from NF-1. After exposure of the vessels, excessive bleeding from surrounding proliferations of supposedly neurofibromatous or ganglioneuromatous tissue was identified as the sole source of the hematoma. Patients with neurofibromatosis are at considerable risk of obtaining catheter interventions over the years. In this group, we strongly recommend an ultrasound examination of the arterial segment where the arterial access is planned. In case of suspicious findings an alternative approach should be preferred to avoid bleeding complications.